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May 19 : … [A]n Advertisement was inserted in the London Gazette, signed 
Bolingbroke, promising a Reward of One Hundred Pounds, for the Discovering and 
Apprehending of the said George Ridpath. 
 
June 24, 1713 : Hurt the Printer received Sentence for printing the British 
Ambassador’s Speech to the French King, and was adjudged to stand three times in 
the Pillory, to pay a Fine of 50l., to be imprisoned for Two Years, and until he could 
find sufficient Sureties for his good Behaviour during Life; all which he suffered 
accordingly. Vide Pol. State, Vol. 6, p.79. 
 

Such were the Proceedings of an Administration, in whose Time the 
Craftsman tells us that we meet with no grievous Imprisonments, no expensive 
Prosecutions or burthensome Fines. These few Specimens of their Lenity and In-
dulgence will therefore equally serve to shew the Mercies of those Ministers, and the 
Modesty of the Craftsman. 
 

About the latter End of July, 1713 : Three Messengers and a Constable ap-
prehended Baker the Publisher by Warrant from the Secretary of State, for a Pamphlet 
concerning the French Commerce Bill; but when this impartial Minister was 
convinced that the Author was a Tory, he very candidly discharged the Publisher, and 
dropt the Prosecution. Vide the same Volume, p.118. 
 

A like Instance of his Lordship’s excessive Lenity and Moderation may be 
seen in Bedford’s Affair. He was prosecuted by the Whigs for writing against the 
Protestant Succession, in that well-known Book entitled The Hereditary Right to the 
Crown of England Asserted. Part of his Sentence was to walk round Westminster-Hall 
with a Paper on his Forehead. His Lordship on this Occasion sent the Queen’s 
Warrant, countersigned by himself, and directed to the Judges of the Queen’s-Bench, 
requiring them to spare the ignominious Part of the Punishment, in tender regard to 
his sacred Function, as a Minister of the Church of England. Vide Pol. State, Vol. 7, 
p.167, 362, 462. 
 

Daniel De Foe was another Object of his Pity and Mercy. He had only wrote 
Three treasonable Pamphlets against the Protestant Succession, and in favour of the 
Pretender’s Claim. A private Gentleman (Mr. Benson) thought the Matter of so great 
Importance, that he begun a Prosecution against him on the Statute which made it 
High Treason to write against the Succession. On this the Attorney-General had 
Orders to take the Prosecution out of this Gentleman’s Hands, under pretence of 
carrying it on at the Queen’s Charge. But instead of prosecuting him on the Statute 
which made it High Treason, he very charitably changed the Indictment into an 
Information, grounded on the Common Law. Daniel was then tried, and found guilty; 
but solemnly professing that he had no ill Meaning in writing against the Succession, 
he was favoured with the Queen’s Pardon, and thought a proper Advocate for the 
French Commerce Bill : So that his Lordship very judiciously saved him from the 
Gallows, to write in defence of that useful Project; which accordingly he did in a 
Paper called the Mercator. 


